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stone that can be touched and handled, is supposed
to be something else, this something else being beyond
the reach of our hands, our ears, or our eyes.

How does this arise? What is the historical pro-
cess which produces the conviction, that there is, or
that there can be, anything beyond what is manifest
to our senses, something invisible, or, as it is soon
called, infinite, super-human, divine? It may, no
doubt, be an entire mistake, a mere hallucination, to
speak of things invisible, or infinite, or divine. But
in that case, we want to know all the more, how it is
that people, apparently sane on all other points, have,
from the beginning of the world to the present day,
been insane on this one point. We want an answer
to this, or we shall have to surrender religion as
altogether unfit for scientific treatment.

External revelation.

If we thought that mere words could help us, we
should say that all religious ideas which transcend
the limits of sensuous perception, owed their origin
to some kind of external revelation. This sounds
well, and there is hardly any religion that does not
put forward some such claim. But we have only to
translate this argument as it meets us everywhere,
into fetish language, in order to see how little it
would help us in removing the difficulties which bar
our way in an historical study of the origin and
growth of religious ideas. Suppose we asked an
Ashanti priest, how he knew that his fetish was not
a common stone, but something else, call it as you
like; and suppose he were to say to us that the fetish